
Website Evaluation 
Guide

to find a list of books available in the SON 
Library to help you with evaluating websites. 

to see a list of links to web pages that 
can help you identify both good and bad 

websites.

to link to charts and checklists created to aid in 
website evaluation.
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PLEASED
                                Are you pleased with this website?
                                
       -- Purpose          What is the author’s purpose

               -- Links               Are the links active? Do they work? Are the sites that they
                                          link to reliable?

               -- Editorial           Is the information at this site accurate, comprehensive, and
                                          current? Objective? What audience was the site designed  
          for? Professionals students, children, consumers?
    
               -- Author             Who is the author of the site and are they reliable? Are their 
                                          credentials identified and appropriate?  
       
               -- Site                 Is this site attractive and the information clearly presented? Is
          it easy to navigate? Do the graphics load quickly? Can you
         search through the site efficiently?

               -- Ethical            Is it easy to tell if the site is commercial? Is author and 
         developer information in plain site or do you have to sift 
         through the site to find it? Is it professional? Is the aim of the
         site easily apparent?
 
        -- Date              Is the site current? When was it last updated?
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Books:

Alexander, J.E., & Tate, M. A. (1999).  Web wisdom : How to evaluate and create information quality 

     on the web.  Mahwah, NJ : Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. --Z 674 5105 A376w 1999

Holloway, N.,  Kripps, B., Kopeke, K. & Skiba, D. J. (2000). Evaluating health care information on the

      Internet.  In Fitzpatrick, Joyce J.,  Montgomery, Kristen S. (Eds.). (pp. 197-213 +bib).

      Internet Resources for nurses.  New York, : Springer Publishing. –WY 26.5  I617 2000.

Nicoll, Leslie H. (2001).  Nurses’ guide to the internet.  (3rd ed.).  Philadelphia : Lippincott. 

     (Pp. 56-59).  –WY 26.5 N645c 2001.
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Cramer, S. (2003). Evaluating web pages. Duke University Libraries. Retrieved 10/25/2004 from the 

      WWW: http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/evaluating_web.htm

Jacobson, T., & Cohen, L. (1996). Evaluating Internet resources. University at Albany; State Univer

      sity of New York. Retrieved October 21, 2004 from the WWW:      

      http://library.albany.edu/internet/evaluate.html

Kirk, E.E. (1996). Evaluating information found on the Interent. Sheridan Libraries; 

     John Hopkins University. Retrieved 10/21/2004 from the WWW: 

      http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/general/evaluating/index.html

Lake Forest College Library (2003). Evaluating websites. Lake Forest College. Retrieved 

     10/22/2004 from the WWW: http://www.lib.lfc.edu/internetsearch/evalweb.html
Lederer, N. (2003). How to evaluation a web page. Colorado State University Libraries.   
      Retrieved 10/21/2004 from the WWW: 
      http://lib.colostate.edu/howto/evalweb.html#checklists      
Libraries Curriculum Committee (2004). Evaluating Web Sites. Purdue University 
     Libraries. Retrieved 10/21/2004 from the WWW:       
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/rguides/studentinstruction/evaluation/evaluatingwebsites.htm
National Library of Medicine (2004). MedlinePlus guide to healthy web surfing. National     
      Institute of Health.  Retrieved 1/7/2005 from the WWW:      
      http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthywebsurfing.html
School of Information and Library Science (1997). Information quality: Is the truth out there? 

     Evaluating web information. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Retrieved 10/21/2004 from

     WWW: http://ils.unc.edu/~fents/310/

Sebeck, R. (2004). Evaluating web information. University Libraries; Virginia Tech. 

     Retrieved 10/25/2004 from the WWW:  http://www.lib.vit.edu/help/instruct/evaluate    

Smith, Alastair (1997). Criteria for evaluation of Internet information resources. Victoria 

      University of Wellington, New Zealand; VUW Department of Library and 

     Information Studies. Retrieved 10/25/2004 from the WWW: 

      http://www.vuw.ac.nz/staff/alastair_smith/evaln/index.htm

UCLA College Libraries (2004). Help guides : Web searching. Retrieved10/25/2004 from the WWW: 

     http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/college/help/guides.htm
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Charts and Checklists:

Cornell University Library; Olin & Uris Libraries (2005). Evaluating web sites: Criteria and tools. 

     Retrieved 1/20/2006 from the WWW:

     http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/webeval.html

Health on the Net Foundation (2003). HON code of conduct (HONcode) for medical and health web 

     sites. Retrieved 10/21/2004 from the WWW: www.hon.ch/HONcode/HONcode_check.html

Ohio State University Libraries (2004).  Evaluating web sites > checklist. Retrieved 10/21/2004 from

      the WWW: http://gateway.lib.ohio-state.edu/tutor/les1/checklist.html  

Waller, Richard (2004). Seven point checklist. Richard Waller Website Design and Creation.

     Retrieved 10/21/2004 from the WWW: http://www.waller.co.uk/usability16.htm
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